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Georgiann “Gigi” Callaway, National Director VIP 

Just weeks ago, March 19th to be exact, Spring began. This was the Equinox this year. (Equinox 
descends from aequus, the Latin word for “equal” and nox, the Latin word for “night” ----a fitting 
history for a word that describes days of the year when daytime and nighttime are equal in 
length. In the Northern Hemisphere, the vernal Equinox marks the first day of spring and occurs 
when the Sun moves north across the Equator.) 
 

So, what does that mean to us? It means warmer weather and more daylight hours! To sum it  

up---SUNSHINE! (Yes, even for our southern states.) That will be such a welcome change after the frigid 
temperatures of winter. 
 

It has been such a pleasure reading about, hearing from and/or visiting Echelons. Many have planned well and the 
innovations to keep their Echelons on the move over the last seven months have been notable. Huge “BZ” to all 
those who implement the “buddy check” and continue to make it a regular practice. Excellent!! 
 

April marks the month where we start crossing our “t’s” and dotting our “i’s” so we are don’t miss anything. The 
Bivouac Planning Committee is doing exactly that for Bivouac 2024.  Important:  If you plan to run for National 
Office, your Echelon must vote at an Echelon meeting to endorse you for that office.  Send the minutes of the 
meeting and the resolution (make sure that the date of meeting where you are endorsed is stated in the 
“Whereas”) to Patricia Jackson Kelly, PND. Officers and Committee NMI’s should begin working NOW on your 
reports. 
 

Incidentally, at The American National Executive Committee Fall Meeting in October 2022, they passed Resolution 
No. 7, The American Legion Family Day to be observed on the last Saturday in April. This is a great occasion to build 
Echelon membership.  
 

May is a busy month for all of us: Mother’s Day, Armed Forces Day, and Memorial Day to name a few events. 
Memorial Day is planned at most American Legion Posts. It reminds this writer that as we see some changes in this 
great land of ours of the following that many people do not understand (most of us will): Memorial Day is a focus 
for all of us. It should not have to be said that it is a day for REMEMBERING. That is what Memorial Day is about. 
We do not say “Happy Memorial Day” ------We should not look for “the big sale” ----There is nothing happy about 
those who gave the ultimate sacrifice. Nor do we make it cheap by thinking about a “sale.”  We need to set the 
example. We should write letters to the Editor of your local newspaper. It is a day of giving and showing respect. 
We must ensure that all the Cemeteries, where any of our Fallen Brothers and Sisters are laid to rest, have flags 
firmly planted on the ground. It is a day when we speak of the actions that they bravely made so for us to have the 
freedoms of today. We plan Memorial Day Ceremonies so that folks hear the 21-Gun Salute for our Fallen and then 
Silence at the first note of TAPS. We speak up to Remember. We speak to ensure Americans remember. 
 

Lastly, plan now to attend Bivouac on August 22-23, 2024 in New Orleans. We are going to have a great time. Invite 
others to join us for the Banquet.  
 

Semper Fortis  - For God, Family and Country, warm regards 
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Mildred Wright Pearson,  
Senior Vice National Director  

 

Greetings to all and welcome to a new 
year. This is a leap year when all things 

are possible. It is my hope that you had a wonderful 
Valentine’s Day. This is the perfect time to ask sister 
veterans to join our ranks. One way could be to have your 
Echelon invite potential members to a dinner event. If 
they are married, invite their spouse to join as a Top Hat.  
A well-planned Valentines event (and not necessarily on 
Valentine’s Day) may be the catalyst for new membership. 

Remember that the National Bivouac has set the goal of 2 
new members for membership year of 2023-2024. If you 
have lost members, you will need to replace them and still 
gain 2 new members. Refer to your ending membership 
numbers to find out what you will need to meet the goal 
set by National. Our fiscal membership year runs from 
August to July of each year. As an incentive, we have 
awards for membership goals. Refer to your National 
Twenty and Four Manual of Procedures for Awards. The 
Membership awards are:  

• Abbie Bachelder Trophy: Echelon that achieved 100% 
membership after October 1st or 30 days after the  
National Bivouac whichever is later. 

• Barbara Mallow Award: First Echelon with a 
membership over 30 to achieve 100% membership by 
January 30th of the current fiscal year. 

• Lillian Cleveland Award: The Echelon with the most 
new Twenty and Four members by June 30th. 

Those of you who were assigned to Echelon Development 
by the National Director VIP to research the possibility of 
starting a new Echelon in your geographic area, let me 
know how you are doing and what if any issues you are 
having. If I can help in any way, please let me know. I am 
here to help. We would like to branch out into states in 
your area to help replace Echelons we have lost in the 
past. Your work in this Echelon membership project will 
help to improve our numbers and position as a female 
veteran organization. Remember, failure to try never 
leads to success.  

Let us enjoy this new year and good luck to all in your 
membership goals. We are hoping this will be an excellent 
year for an increase in new Echelons and in members. 
Working together, we will get this done. 

Best health to all,                                                                                 

Mswp48@gmail.com 

(559) 250-8247 (text/voice msg) 

(559) 68-7876 ((fax) 

Jan Lepinski,  
Junior Vice National Director 

 
jlepinski@aol.com  

312.305.9789.  
 

                                                                                                                             
Tweila-Rochelle Cauthen,  

Sky Pilot 

Buddy checks are a great way to ingest 
positive life food. It’s always cool just to 
call someone not because you need 

something from them but just because you wanted to 
hear their voice. The call does not necessarily need to be 
long.  

The Dalai Lama once said: “As a human being, I 
acknowledge that my well-being depends on others and 
caring for the well-being others as a moral responsibility I 
take seriously.” That sounds like a great theme for world 
changers. We are world changers!  

Jeepettes, pray for each other. Encourage each other. 
That is the first step in changing this world. 

To all Echelon Sky Pilots: please send me your email 
address so that we can meet prior to the National 
Bivouac. tcauthen@legion.org 

 

The best thing you can do is to not rush your recovery. 
Rest, save your energy and you’ll feel better in no time. 

We are thinking of you every day and sending you lots of 
hugs and virtual chicken soup!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Well: 

PND Judi Beischel 

Top Hat Bobby Barker Husband of PND Carol Barker 

Mike Callaway Husband of ND Gigi Callaway 

And all Jeepettes and family members  

who are on the mend. 
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Lisa Dayhoff,  
National Aide 

 
Spring has come upon us, Jeepettes! It is 
time to start to thinking about our 
National Bivouac  and elections. This has 

been an interesting year for me as I am learning the job 
of Aide. I am grateful for the assistance and advice that I 
have received from everyone and am eager to present 
my ideas for improving some of our processes. 
 

I am eagerly waiting to receive historical documents 
from our former National Aide. By learning the reason 
for decisions made in the past while help us to 
understand. 
 

Some membership transmittals have not reached me yet 
but I am working with Echelon Aides to get the data 
corrected. We are currently at 62.58% of our goal. 
Paperwork has been submitted for a new Echelon to be 
presented for approval at our National Bivouac. 
 

We all have the same goal to help this organization to 
survive and thrive. Together, we can make a difference 
for our Sisters in Arms. 
 

 
Veterans Canteen Services (VCS) 
      Provided by Diane Schmidt, PND 

 

In 1946, Veterans Canteen Services was established by 
law to provide comfort and well-being to America’s 
Veterans. With our many retail stores, cafes, and coffee 
shops across the country, we serve those who have 
served our country. VCS has a singular mission. Our 
canteens are whole health spaces for Veterans to 
connect, relax, share, and care for themselves in an 
environment that is their benefit. We are proud to serve 
America’s Veterans and those who provide for their 
care.  

 

VCS is joining VA’s Whole Health initiative by increasing 
focus on fresh, healthy food options in our cafes and 
retail stores. 
 

Whole Health starts with a single: What matters to you, 
the Veteran? This focus on the individual means Whole 
Health is unique to each Veteran. This approach to care 
empowers, equips, and treats Veterans so that they can 
take charge of their health and well-being and live life to 
the fullest. 
 

In addition to healthier food options, VCS canteens offer 
spaces for Veterans to relax and recharge their minds, 
meet family, friends and co-workers for meals or simply 
take a break in a comfortable place. 
 

Visit the Whole Health website. It is a suitable place to 
start your Whole Health journey. Download the 
LiveWholeHealth app to manage your Whole Health 
journey wherever you might be. 
 
 

Director CA 1 
By Roxanne Jones 

 
Greetings from California to all Jeepettes:  
 
We are so excited about our new “yardbirds” and gave 
each a packet full of information about the 20 & 4: 
Devotional, Manual of Ceremonies, our Echelon 
Constitution and included information from our 
Department of California American Legion. We explained 
about the scholarships we offer to all and hopefully next 
year we will have some applications. We are getting 
ready for our Department American Legion Convention 
coming up soon where we hope to find new perspective 
members.  
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The Power of Female Veteran Support: 
Empowering Each Other through  

Shared Experiences 
Provided by Lisa Dayhoff 

 
 

In a world where women are increasingly breaking 
barriers and shattering glass ceilings, it is crucial for 
female veterans to come together, support, and 
encourage one another. As women who have served our 
country, they possess a unique understanding of the 
challenges, sacrifices, and triumphs that come with 
military life. This article aims to shed light on the 
importance of female veterans supporting one another, 
highlighting the extraordinary strength found in shared 
experiences. 
 

Women have long faced distinct challenges in both 
military and civilian life. Female veterans often 
encounter unique obstacles during their service, ranging 
from gender biases to balancing family responsibilities. 
By connecting with fellow female veterans, they can 
foster an environment of empathy, understanding, and 
empowerment. The shared perspective allows for a 
deeper level of support that is vital to their overall well-
being. 
 

Creating a supportive network amongst female veterans 
is crucial, as it provides a safe haven to share stories, 
seek guidance, and find solace. Through various 
platforms such as support groups, social media 
communities, and veteran organizations, women can 
connect with others who have walked similar paths. 
These networks serve as a virtual sisterhood, offering a 
shoulder to lean on and a source of strength during 
challenging times. 
 

 The invisible wounds of war can impact anyone, 
regardless of gender. However, female veterans may 
face unique mental health challenges stemming from 
their experiences. By coming together, they can support 
one another in seeking the help they need and breaking 
the stigma surrounding mental health. Sharing personal 
stories and coping strategies can be instrumental in 
facilitating healing and fostering resilience. 
 

 Female veterans often face gender-specific issues both 
during their service and after transitioning back to 
civilian life. These issues can range from healthcare 
disparities to the reintegration process. By joining forces, 
female veterans can advocate for gender equality within 
the armed forces and work towards eliminating the 
obstacles that disproportionately affect women. 
Together, they can make their voices heard and drive 

positive change. 
 

 Female veterans serve as role models and mentors for 
the next generation of women entering the military. By 
supporting and encouraging one another, they can 
inspire young women to pursue their dreams fearlessly. 
Through mentorship programs and outreach initiatives, 
female veterans can provide guidance, share wisdom, 
and instill confidence in those following in their 
footsteps. 
 

 Female veterans have achieved remarkable feats, both 
during their military service and in their post-military 
lives. It is essential to recognize and celebrate these 
accomplishments, as they serve as a source of 
inspiration for others. By acknowledging each other's 
successes, female veterans can reinforce a sense of 
pride, motivation, and unity within the community. 
 

 The power of female veteran support cannot be 
underestimated. By establishing a network of 
understanding, empathy, and encouragement, female 
veterans can overcome the unique challenges they face. 
Through shared experiences, they find strength, 
resilience, and healing. As women continue to shape the 
future, it is crucial for female veterans to stand together, 
empowering one another and creating a lasting legacy of 
solidarity. 
 
 

 

 

Scholarship Program 

Cheri Stanton, PND 
 

Just wanted to remind you we have scholarships 
available.  The application was in our first issue and can 
be found in this newsletter.    Applications  need to be 
sent in for evaluation.  

We have received two applications  to date. 

 

Deadline is. May 1st, 2024 

 

Send materials to:   

Cheri Stanton 

1441 East Third Avenue  

 Monmouth, IL 61462 
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Our Program Book will give one the opportunity to assist in sharing the cost of our Bivouac and at the same 
time celebrating your organization, business, echelon, personal message, and The American Legion.  
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NATIONAL DIRECTOR VIP 
Georgiann “Gigi” Callaway 
815-556-9114 
Director@nationaljeep.org 
  
SR VICE DIRECTOR 
Mildred Wright Pearson 
559 250-8247 
mswp48@gmail.com 
  
JR VICE DIRECTOR 
Jan Lepinski 
312 305-9789  
jlepinski@aol.com 
 
NATIONAL AIDE 
Lisa Dayhoff   
254-338-6465 
lisa.dayhoff@gmail.com 
  
DISBURSING DIRECTOR 
Judi Beischel, PND 
14606 N Dickens Court Fountain 
Hills, AZ 85628  
480-229-1581 
judi85268@yahoo.com 
 
SKY PILOT 
Tweila Rochelle Cauthen  
234-788-1928 
Yes.tweila@gmail.com 
  
CQ 
Colleen Heck 
602 290-5568  
iheck@ionet.net 
  
ASSISTANT CQ 
Sandra Davis    
978 879-8682 
skeeisme@hotmail.com 
  
IMMEDIATE PND VIP 
Cheryl Shannon, PND 
307 761-1695 
CKWKitten@yahoo.com 
   
AUDIT COMMITTEE 
Beth Nehring, PND, (NMI) 
(602) 363-8546  
70wave@gmail.com 
Neysa Wright 
Annette Tincher 

BIVOUAC 2024 
Roberta (Bobbie) Kimelton (NMI)  
(623) 738-9755  
roberta1552@msn.com 
*Beth Nehring, PND 
*Cheri Stanton, PND 
  
CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS 
*Sandra Davis (NMI) 
Rita Chambers 
Millie Hampton 
  
CREDENTIALS AND 
REGISTRATION 
Janet Wilson (NMI) 
925 642-9131  
pdcmd15@gmail.com 
Janice Sommers 
  
ECHELON DEVELOPMENT 
*Cheryl Shannon, PND (NMI) 
            (by time zones) 
Eastern: Lisa McPhee, Millie 
Hampton, and Carol Barker, PND 
Central: Cheri Stanton PND, 
Earnestine Doubek, and Linda 
Weston 
Mountain: Bobbie Kimelton and 
Linda Cousino 
Pacific: Elexzanderia Carr 
 
EMBLEM SALES 
Beverely Fitch (NMI) 
708-616-5033 
Edna Taylor 
 
FINANCE & BUDGET 
*Beth Nehring, PND, (NMI) 
Annette Tincher 
Neysa Wright 
*Judi Beischel, PND 
 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
*Diane Schmidt, PND 
 
JEEP Staff 
*Managing Editor  
  Diane Schmidt, PND 
*Lisa Dayhoff , National Aide 
Photographer Tonya Meuiniuer 
Chief Editor Gigi Callaway 
 
 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 
Diane Schmidt, PND 
321-217-6699  
amagiangel@yahoo.com 
  
LOGBOOK 
Lisa Mc Phee (NMI) 
Tonya Meuiniuer       
Annette Tincher 
  
NATIONAL AWARDS 
Carol Barker PND (NMI) 
336-209-7934  
c130baby@gmail.com 
Gerri Hince PND 
Edna Taylor 
  
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Patricia J Kelley PND, (NMI) 
6624 Arlington Ave Los Angeles, 
CA 90043  
323-752-6252/818-472-0409 
geekell@aol.com 
Cheri Stanton, PND 
Diane Schmidt, PND 
  
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
*Roberta (Bobbie) Kimelton (NMI) 
Tonya Meuiniuer 
Lisa Dayhoff       
  
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Cheri Stanton, PND, (NMI) 
309-734-7843 
cstanton1441@gmail.com 
Maggie Mudd 
Hortense Toliaferro 
 
SERVICE DIRECTOR 
*Coleen Heck (NMI)  
  
RESOLUTIONS 
Elexzanderia Carr (NMI) 
907-333-0966 
elexzanderia.carr@va.gov 
Roberta (Bobbie) Kimelton 
  
Web Mistress 
Carol Reed (NMI) 
 206-683-5950 
Cmreed98058@hotmail.com 
  

 
NATIONAL OFFICERS & COMMITTEES  2023 – 2024 

Future Jeep Deadline Dates:  May 20, 2024 for June’s issue “Proud to be an American”.  July 20, 2024 for Pre-Bivouac issue.  
The 68th ANNUAL BIVOUAC and American Legion National Convention will be in New Orleans, Louisiana on  August 22 - 29, 
2024.   This year’s Bivouac theme will the Great Gatsby.   

Travel Dates: Plans are made for Arlington and WIMSA in May!" Hopefully Ech #24 can join me.  Tentative  plans to visit Ech #2 
in June.  (Director will reach out for tentative scheduling.) 
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California #1  
Roxanne Jones, Director  
6885 Paris Way 
San Diego, CA 92139 
roxanne6885@gmail.com     
 
Marilyn E. Rideaux, Aide  
2143 W. 134th Place  
Gardena, CA 90249  
310-293-1246  
thejeep20-4@att.net 
 
Massachusetts #2  
Lisa McPhee, Director  
157 Water Street  
Clinton, MA 01518  
978-230-6208  
lredsox1964@aol.com  
 
Sandra Davis, Aide 
Sandra Kee 
PO BOX 95  
Gloucester, MA 01931 
978 879-8682 
skeeisme@hotmail.com 
 
Washington #3 
Cathleen Hennie, Director  
35519 42nd Ave S 
Roy, WA 98580-9187 
360-458-8433 
gingin001@aol.com 
  
Donna Botelho, Aide 
1104 Violet Meadow Street South 
Tacoma, WA 98444 
253-531-9149 
dbot110@aol.com 
 
Illinois #8  
Mary E. Kulavic, Director  
7696 N Pawnee Rd. 
Pawnee, Illinois 62558 
217-971-6533  
jm5175@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

Illinois #8 cont. 
Edna Taylor, Aide 
100 West Jefferson #711 Macomb, IL 
61455  
309-255-5698  
ednataylor@comcast.net 
 
Montana #9  
Linda Cousineau, Director  
113 Ravenwood Rd.  
Townsend, MT 59644  
406-949-2300  
lcousineau72@gmail.com  
 
Chaya Semple, Aide  
34 Mergenthaler Rd.  
Montana City, MT 59634  
406-465-0163 
chaplainsemple@gmail.com 
 
Wisconsin #11  
Deborah L. Thomas, Aide  
853 Gross Avenue  
Green Bay, WI 54304  
909-312-4028  
thomasdeborah07@gmail.com 
 
Virginia #24 
Rita Chambers, Director  
312 Chestnut 
Fredericksburg, VA  
540-898-6270 
 
Joyce Miller, Aide 
8492 Tackhouse Loop 
Gainsville, VA 20155 
703-508-7845 
jmiller8452@gmail.co 
 
North Carolina #27  
Carol Barker, PND, Director VIP    
147 Wiley Lewis Rd  
Greensboro, NC 27406  
336-209-7934  
cbarker@triad.rr.com  
 
 
 

Alaska #29  
Elezanderia Carr, Director  
4300 Amber Circle  
Anchorage, AK 99504  
907-333-0966  
Elezanderia.carr@va.gov  
 
Florida #30  
Diane Schmidt, PND, Director VIP    
PO BOX 1  
Cassadaga, FL 32706  
321-217-6699  
amagiangel@yahoo.com  
 
Texas #31  
Lisa G. Dayhoff, Director  
401 Long Run  
Liberty Hill, TX 78642  
254-338-6465 
lisa.dayhoff@gmail.com 
 
Arizona #35  
Beth Nehring, PND, Director VIP 
3639 W Daily Street,  
Phoenix, AZ 85053  
602-363-8546  
70wave@gmail.com  
 
Bobbie J Kimelton, Aide 
623-738-9755 
Roberta1552@msn.com 
 
Alabama #50  
Gloria J Prince, Director  
699 Little Brandt Dr,  
Anniston, AL 36205 
256-499-5241  
gjscandalous07@gmail.com 
 
Earnestine Doubek, Aide 
401 Bluff Dr. NE 
 Hartselle, Al 35640 
708-691-2447 
ewdoubek@yahoo.com 

 

Echelon Directors and Aides 2023-2024 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 

Mark your calendar to join us on May 27 for the Military Women’s Memorial  

27th Annual Memorial Day Program 

 

This observance is one of the major Memorial Day events in the National Capital Region. 

Free and open to the public, the event includes formal military honors, remarks from current and former 
servicewomen from each of the military services, and a keynote address. Members of the public are 
invited to join in the personal tribute segment of the program. 

Reserve your ticket – https://www.eventbrite.com/e/memorial-day-program-military-womens-
memorial-tickets-868824396157?aff=oddtdtcreatoru 
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Sending Articles for JEEP: 
 
Remember to check and double check your article for spelling (especially names!), give proper credit for author of 
articles you want share, and of course, always when sending pictures to label names of each person in photo (if other 
organization than 20 & 4 then list that organization.) 

Before You Speak, THINK 
 

T- Is it True 
H-Is it HelpfulI  
I - Is it Inspiring  
N- Is it Needed  

K- Is it Kind 

“You may tell a tale that takes up residence in someone's soul, becomes their blood and self and purpose. That tale will 
move them and drive them and who knows that they might do because of it, because of your words. That is your role, 
your gift.” — Erin Morgenstern, The Night Circus  
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