THE NATIONAL JEEP

The Official Publication of The National Twenty and Four
Honor Society of Women Legionnaires

OCTOBER 2021
Marilyn Rideaux, Editor Ethel Matuschka, Editor Emeritus
65™ NATIONAL BIVOUAC

AUGUST 26 — 27, 2021
Phoenix, Arizona

MARK YOUR CALENDER

66™ NATIONAL BIVOUAC

AUGUST 25 - 26, 2022
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

www.twentyandfour.org




NATIONAL OFFICERS
2021-2022

DIRECTOR VIP

Carol Barker

1427 Wiley Lewis Road
Greensboro, NC 27406
336-209-7934
cbarker@triad.rr.com

NATIONAL AIDE
Earnestine Doubek
401 Bluff Dr NE
Hartselle, AL 35640

708 691-2447
ewdoubek@yahoo.com

SR VICE DIRECTOR
Cheryl Shannon

1330 Kate Cameron Dr
Cheyenne, WY 82009
307-761-1695
CKWKitten@yahoo.com

JR VICE DIRECTOR
Patricia Harris

6840 Larkinsville Lane
Raleigh, NC 27610
919 413-1123
sgtpattycak@aol.com

SKY PILOT

Gigi Calloway

PO BOX 525

LaGrange, IL 60525
708 670-5539
callgeorgi@yahoo.com

(6{0)

Mildred Wright Pearson
PO BOX 233

Tranquility, CA 93668
559 250-8247
mswp48@gmail.com

ASS'T COQ

(vacant)

DISBURSING DIRECTOR
Judi Beischel PND
14606 N Dickens Court
Fountain Hills, AZ 85628
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Barbara Lombrano
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barbaralombrano@agmail.com

Florida #5

Eunice Butts
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songbirdbutts@verison.net

lllinois #8

Georgianna Callaway
PO BOX 525

LaGrange, IL 60525
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Montana #9

Chaya Semple
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Montana City, MT 59634
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Virginia #24

Annette Bower
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onemspiggyl@gmail.com
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Carol Barker

147 Wiley Lewis Rd
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4300 Amber Circle
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Arizona #35

Beth Nehring, PND
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togojosie@gmail.com
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Gloria J Prince
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Anniston, AL 36205

256 499-5241
giscandalous@cableone.

net

No information available
Massachusetts #2
Washington #3

Wisconsin #11

Texas #31
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National Director VIP —2021/2022
Carol Barker

This is the 3 time | have re-written my greetings. First, | want to say how honored | am that
you elected me as your National Twenty and Four Honor Society Director. | am going to try very
hard to make you proud.

| must with a heavy heart let you know we have lost a sister, a hero,
friend, and a bright light. Connie Jo Popham, PND out of Texas has
gone to be with the Lord. She brought so much energy and passion to
the Twenty and Four and was willing to step up and help with anything
needed to be done for not only her own Echelon but the National
Twenty and Four. | know that | will miss her beautiful smile and that
Texas attitude and charm. RIP in Peace Connie Jo.

We have a lot on our agenda this year. There are openings on

Committees that | would like to fill, so when you see the National

Officers and Committees for 2021-2022, please contact me if you are
interested in volunteering if there is an opening.

It was suggested that | put a little of my history so you could hopefully understand me a little
better. | was in the Army in 1976-1978 when my husband decided he did not want the
responsibility of a wife and son as he enjoyed the freedom to do what and with who he

wanted. So, the Army gave 2 choices give my son to family members to stay or get out. Well;
anyone who knows well knows | loved my time in the military, but | loved my son more. After
several years | met my husband now when my son was 14 years old. They hit it off very well
and so | made the decision to marry him. He was in the Air Force, and we were stationed in
California. He got orders for Misawa Japan and even though my son was senior in high school,
he wanted to go with us. My son graduated and went into the Air Force. My husband retired in
1994 and asked me if ever regrated not staying in the Military, | told him no as my son was more
important. My husband talked me into going to the recruiters and try to get back in. To my
surprise both the Army and the Air Force said qualified as was not too old. The only difference
between the two was the Army said | had to repeat Basic Training, so | bet you know which one
| joined. | spent 18 years in the Air National Guard with 7 years of that on Active Duty deployed
to Iraq, Afghanistan, Qatar, Hawaii, and Andrews Air Force Base. | did many short tours to
Puerto Rico, Japan, Germany, and Hawaii as a Medical Flight Technician. | served as

15t Sergeant in Afghanistan returning home at the age of 58 and held many other supervisory
roles in the military. | retired at 59 years old and would have stayed longer if | had been
allowed.

| belong to many organizations such as the VFW, DAV, National Guard Association, 40 and 8,
Dolley Madison Women'’s Club, Triad Military Coalition, and several others but my heart Belongs
to the American Legion. | have been a member of Henry K. Burtner in Greensboro NC for 19
years. | have held every office including Post Commander except Judge Advocate. | have held
the State offices of Vice-District Commander, District Commander, Vice Commander, and the
Department Commander of North Carolina. | have been on many committees and commissions
holding the position of chairman for several of them.

| continue to work for the American Legion in several ways. The organization | am most proud
of belonging to is the Twenty and Four Honor Society of Women Legionnaires.

Again, thank you for the honor you have given me as your National Director.

The Jeep/October 2021/Page-3




Cheryl Shannon, Sr. Vice Director

Ladies, | want to thank each one of you for
giving me this wonderful opportunity. | was
very pleased to see everyone that made it to
the National bivouac. Thank you all for your
wonderful support in the ways and means
silent auction and raffles. | am looking
forward to another great year for the Twenty
and Four. Please don't hesitate to contact
me. Please understand that | do work part-
time so if | don’t answer my phone, please
leave a message so | can give you a call
back.

Immediate Past National Aide

Joyce Babcock

Well, not totally “Goodbye” as | am still a
member and the Aide for Echelon 9. But
you will send your National Aide work to
Earnestine Doubek beginning 25 September
and that is very close (and probably past by
the time you receive the October Jeep). But
| have sent notices in regular mail which
gives you the same date.

It has been a very interesting and busy time
spent as your National Aide and | will miss
hearing from you all but | just can’t seem to
keep up with the needed paperwork when
my computer will only work one or two days
out of the needed 10 or 20! | spend more
time getting into a program than what is
needed once I'm there! So, from now on I'll
be just one more member and you can still
ask me “how”, “when” or whatever you need,
and | will do my best to give you the correct
answer. Of course, if | don’t know—I can
ask Earnestine!! Keep up the good work,
get more members, lots of them and do your
best to get those who have dropped by the
wayside to “re-up” their membership.

Alabama Governor, Kay Ivey, has
appointed Earnestine Doubek, Echelon
50-AL, to a four-year term on the

Alabama Board of Veterans Affairs
representing the American Legion,
effective October 1, 2021, expiring

We Remember Them
Chaya Semple, Echelon #9

At Bivouac in Phoenix, we remembered our sisters
who left this life since Bivouac 2019 in Indianapolis.

Past National Directors:

Three from Massachusetts #2: Dorothy Dickson,
Maratha Viherek, Virginia Tamalavich; and, Stella
West, lllinois, #8

Ten members from various Echelons, all of them
steady and hardworking:

Anna T. Brown, CA #1, Carolyn Roshak, WI #11
Maxine Bodman, and Barbara Smith, FL #30, Mary
Guay, TX #31, Tony Lynn Aaquist, Sherie Mercier
and Margaret Stephenson, AZ #35, JoAnn Evans and
Sheryl Palsrok, CA #40

After reading their names aloud, we honored their
memories with a responsive reading:

We Remember Them (adapted from

the original)

At the rising of the sun and at its setting,

We remember them.

At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of
spring,

We remember them.

At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of
summer,

We remember them.

At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of
autumn,

We remember them.

At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter,
We remember them.

When we are weary and in need of strength,

We remember them.

When we are lost and sick at heart,

We remember them.

When we have a joy, we yearn to share,

We remember them.

When we have decisions that are difficult to make,
We remember them.

When we have achievements that are based on
theirs,

We remember them.

As long as we live, they, too, shall live, for they are
now a part of us,

As we remember them.
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Gigi Callaway, Sky Pilot
20and4echeloneight@gmail.com

It is with heavy heart that we announce the passing the Connie Jo Popham, PND. Remembering
Connie Jo’s wonderful and gentle soul will forever remain in our hearts. May she rest in peace
and live on within the memories of her loved ones. Our prayers go out to the Popham family.

Our prayers are with Jeepettes Detrall Dearborn and Edna Taylor, echelon 8, as they recover
from their individual surgery/medical procedures.

“Celebrations in Life” is just a little different than a “Celebration of Life”. We frequently are hearing
about those that are ill, recovering or have departed, which needs our attention. However, did
you have something recent in your life that you would like to celebrate. Let’'s ensure that we do
that too!

Now is the time to focus on your passions in life—stay strong and give your energy to things that
bring you joy.

World War Il Army nurse, Jeanne Wood, became living legend at American Legion
Post 290 in Chino Hills, CA when several of her friends joined her family and Post
family to celebrate her 100" birthday on Sunday, September 26. Jeanne was a
member of Echelon 40 — CA.

Jeanne shows the Army nurse’s
uniform she wore in World War 11 and
a photo of herself when she served in
the military.
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CONNIE JO POPHAM
August 23, 1954 — September 13, 2021

Connie Jo Popham departed this life on Monday, Sept. 13, 2021, in Jacksboro, Texas, at the
age of 67 years and 10 days. Connie Jo was born Aug. 23, 1954, in

Floresville to Clarence David and

Lea Conley Popham.

After graduating from Floresville

High School in 1972, Connie Jo

joined the U.S. Army and was

stationed in Sinop, Turkey, in

Germany, and many Army
camps here in the U.S. She worked for many years at Fort Sam
Houston in civil service. Connie Jo was very outgoing and was involved in many organizations.
As a U.S. Army veteran, she was an active member of the American Legion, where she held
several high offices. She was also a member of the SPJST. She was at the American Legion
Convention when she contracted the dreaded coronavirus.

Connie Jo was preceded in death by her loving father,
Clarence Popham. She
is survived by her
mother, Lea Conley
Popham of Fairview;
daughter Cathrine
Jolene Popham Spillers
of Fairview; son Travis
Ryan Popham Purchis
of Fairview; sister
Peggy Popham Blair;
grandchildren William David Popham, Ciara Sage Popham,
and RyAnne Jean Popham; numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins; and a host of friends.

Visitation was held on Thursday, Sept. 23, at 9:30 a.m. in the Franklin Funeral Home in
Floresville. A funeral service was held on Thursday at 10:30 a.m. in the funeral home. Interment
followed with the American Legion Motorcycle Riders escorting Connie Jo to her final resting
place in the Fairview Cemetery in Fairview, with military honors.
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National Twenty and Four
Honor Society of Women Legionnaires

National Bivouac — Internal Affairs Meeting
August 26, 2021

The Internal Affairs meeting was called to order by Cheri Stanton, ND, at 1300 hours on August 26,
2021,

Officers present were National Director Cheri Stanton, Sr. Vice Director Carol Barker, Jr. Vice Director
Cheryl Shannon, (acting) National Aide Earnestine Doubek, Disbursing Director Judi Beischel, CQ Gigi
Calloway, Sky Pilot Annette Bower, Judge Advocate Patricia Jackson Kelley, Jeep Editor Marilyn
Rideaux, PND Gerry Hince, and Emblem Sales representative Janet Wilson. A quorum was declared.
There were no motions brought to the floor.

National Director (ND) Cheri Stanton called for a credentials report. Connie Jo Popham, (Past National
Director) PND, gave her report: There were eight (8) Echelons represented at the Bivouac with 22
delegates signed in and registered at this time.

ND Cheri Stanton called for reports. Three (3) reports were given and turned in (see attachments),
Budget and Finance, and two audit reports. Senior Vice-Director Carol Barker gave an oral membership
report stating that a new echelon was stated in Alabama and that Washington State would be getting an
echelon soon. Echelon 27 has grown with 22 members under the age of 40. They are raising money for
the Women’s” Memorial in Arlington, VA, as well as doing buddy checks. Message to all
“Communication is the big one” and respect to each other.

Nominating Committee: All nominations must have the Echelon’s recommendation sent to the
Nominating Committee. Nominations for 2021-2022 are: Director VIP-Carol Barker, Senior Vice
Director-Carol Shannon, Jr. Vice Director-Patricia Harris, CQ-Mildred Wright Pearson, Sky Pilot-Gigi
Calloway, National Aide-Earnestine Doubek, Disbursing Director-Judi Beischel.

Good of the Echelon:

e Marilyn Rideaux suggested that we consider replacing the gift (goodie) bags tradition with trading
designed pins from each Echelon’s Department.

e Gigi Calloway - If you invite nobody, nobody will come. Be sure to carry applications with you
at all times.

e Janet Wilson —sold out all Emblem Sales Merchandise. Consider sending birthday cards to
members.

e Mildred Wright-Pearson — all 20+4 manuals need updating.
e First Vice Director would like to have two Zoom (virtual) meetings between National Bivouacs.
Recited a prayer for the Good of the Echelon.
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National Twenty and Four
Honor Society of Women Legionnaires

65t National Bivouac

August 27, 2021
The 65" National Bivouac was called to order at 8:22 AM by National Director VIP, Cheri Shannon. The
doors were secured for the memorial service. The acting Sky Pilot read a poem and asked attendees by
Echelon to state the names of those who had passed during the last two years. A memorial prayer was
given for the four (4) PNDs who had passed in the last two years. Responsive reading followed with the
attendees responding, “We remember them.” The memorial service was closed, and the meeting room
was opened for entry and exit.

National Director, Cheri Shannon, called the Bivouac to order at 8:30 AM. The Colors were posted,
Pledge of Allegiance by all and the preamble was recited. Director Shannon called for roll call of
officers. Seven (7) elected officers present along with acting Aide and acting Sky Pilot. Five (5) PNDs
were present, eight (8) registered Bivouac Cadre members present with one (1) Echelon no Cadre member
registered or present. A quorum was determined. The rules of the Bivouac were stated by the acting aide
and Director Shannon continued with the official meeting of the Bivouac.

Director VIP called for reports:

e Credentials report, 34 signed in and registered

e Finance report is attached

e Constitution and Bylaws-no report

e Emblem Sales-no sales last year. Monique Clemons will oversee sales, consider not having the
book in Emblem Sales

e Finance and Budget, retain same budget for 2021-2022, moved and seconded, motion carried

e Hortense Taliaferro stated that the “Policy and Procedures” should be updated.

e Log Director-no report

e Service Commission-no report

e Echelon Development, Carol Barker, Alabama came aboard — second Echelon being created in
Washington State

e CQ Gigi Calloway-incoming CQ and assistant CQ are doing a great job. | want to thank everyone
for working hard to make this Bivouac successful.

e Judge Advocate, send resolutions before the Bivouac

e Dispersing Director, no education applications submitted, no service applications submitted;
service applicants can get up to $500

e Jeep Editor, make note of deadline dates for 2021-2022. The dates are printed on refrigerator
magnets that are inside Echelon 1’s goodie bag issued to Delegates. All elected officers for 2021-
2022 will be listed in the October issue of The Jeep. Please do not send articles and pictured in
“pdf” format. Call me with questions or concerns, cell (310) 293-1246, home (310) 819-8815.
Remember, the Echelon’s Aide is responsible for getting The Jeep to members or can be accessed
on the National website, www.twentyandfour.org Carol Reed is the webmaster. The December
issue will include Holiday Greetings from the echelons. Remember to submit $1 per Jeepette in
your Echelon to the Disbursing Director. The February issue will include
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application and information for applying for a scholarship. The Service Report form will be in the
April issue with deadline and submission information. Any available information on the
upcoming Bivouac will also be included in April. The June issue will include nominations of
candidacy, the Call to Bivouac and information regarding hotel and Bivouac banquet. The late
July issue will be a recap.

Disbursing Director, Judi Beischel, presented an honorary check to Director VIP and stated that
elected officers would receive reimbursements from $300 — $500 by submitting their hotel bill.
National Director, Cheri Stanton, stated that a gift card was sent to Joyce Babcock and asked that
everyone keep her in prayer.

The silent auction receipt for Thursday, 8-26, was $189, 50/50 tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.
9:40 AM - Break - 10:05 AM - Bivouac resumed

Moved, second, carried to continue with no further breaks until business is finished. Motion passed.

Unfinished Business:
Why is it important to belong to the 20&4? (Carol Barker); six responses.

New Business:

Judi Beischel moved that $500 be sent to Marj Goosey in Greenville, CA, who lost her home and all
belongs in the Northern CA fires, contingent upon available funds from the Bivouac. Motion was
second and passed.

Marilyn Rideaux moved that up to $650.00 be included in the annual budget for refreshments. CA-
1 moved to amend budget for 2021-2022 to include $650 for refreshments, second and passed
unanimously.

MT-9 moved that budget be adjusted to include the $650 (budget must be balanced), second and
passed unanimously.

Moved and second that all manuals be updated. Motion carried.
Election results:

Director VIP, Carol Barker, NC-27

Sr. Vice Director, Cheryl Shannon, AZ-35
Jr. Vice Director, Patricia Harris, NC-27
Aide, Earnestine Doubek, AL-50

CQ, Mildred Wright-Pearson, CA-1

Sky Pilot, Georgianne Calloway, 1L08
Disbursing Director, Judi Beischel, AZ-35

Officers were installed by PND Judi Beischel. New Director VIP Carol Barker gave an acceptance
speech.

The Bivouac was adjourned at 11:30 AM.

Respectfully submitted:
Earnestine Doubek
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BIVOUAC 2021 PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS
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Echelon Aides
2021-2022

California #1
Marilyn Rideaux
2143 W 134t Place
Gardena, CA 90249
310 819-8815
thejeep20-4@att.net

Florida #5

Eunice Butts

3515 E 9" Ave

Tampa, FL 33605

813 247-4267
songbirdbutts@verison.net

Alaska#29

Elezanderia Carr

4300 Amber Circle
Anchorage, AK 99504
907 333-0966
elezanderia.carr@va.qov

Arizona #35

Bobbie Kimelton

9053 W Escuda Dr
Peoria, AZ 85382

623 738-9755
robertals552@msn.com

Alabama #50
Earnestine Doubek
401 Bluff Dr. NE
Hartselle, AL 35640

708 691-2447
ewdoubek@yahoo.com

Banking Summary 2020-20211
8/1/2020 through 7/31/2021

8/1/2020-

Category 7/31/2021
INCOME
20 & 4 100th Anniversary Fund 100.00
20 & 4 Income
Dues 3,559.00
Emblem Sales 128.00
Jeep Christmas Greetings 146.00
Proud to be an American 175.00
TOTAL 20 & 4 Income 4,008.00
20 & 4 Scholarship Fund 200.00
Bivouac
Registration 135.00
TOTAL Bivouac 135.00
Interest Inc 37.32
TOTAL INCOME 4,480.32
EXPENSES
Uncategorized 0.00
20 & 4 Exp.
Awards 20.90
Emblem Sales 91.00
Insurance 425.00
Printing (Nat. Aide) 190.73
TOTAL 20 & 4 Exp. 72763
TOTAL EXPENSES 727.63
OVERALL TOTAL 3,752.69

Scheduled Zoom Meeting

Topic: National 20 & 4 Meeting
Time: Nov 12, 2021, 06:00 PM Eastern Time
(US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/82259955611

Meeting ID: 822 5995 5611

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,82259955611# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,82259955611# US (New York)

Dial by your location

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 822 5995 5611
Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcj94NPDrt
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INCOME:
Ways & Means
Membership

Jeep Greetings (June+December)

Donations

Emblem Sales
Other (fines-etc)
Bivouac Registration

Banquet Tickets
TOTAL

EXPENSES:

Jeep

Insurance

Nat'l Aide Printing
Arlington-WIMSA

DC visit Nat'l Director
Nat'l Director incidental
Awards

Log Director

Ways & Means
Membership Sr Vice
Echelon Development

Scholarship
TOTAL

BIVOUAC EXPENSES
Nat'l Director VIP

SR Vice Director

JR Vice Director
Disbursing Director
Emblem Sales Shipping
Nat'l Aide Rm, Ship
Bivouac NMI $350/75
Honorium (Nat'l Dir)
Nat'l CQ ship flags
Nat'l Sky Pilot flowers
Bivouac Expenses
Banguet Nat'l guest
TOTAL

TOTAL EXPENSES

$2,275.00
$4,000.00
$400.00
$100.00
$1,000.00
$50.00
$400.00

$3,000.00

$11,225.00

$1,200.00
$450.00
$200.00
$300.00
$300.00
$250.00
$100.00
$25.00
$50.00
$25.00
$200.00
$1,000.00

ANNUAL BUDGET 2021/2022

own account/not included in expenses

$3,100.00

$400.00
$300.00
$300.00
$300.00
$400.00
$500.00
$425.00
$100.00
$75.00
$25.00
$5,000.00
$300.00

includes $650 for coffee
up to 6 tickets

$8,125.00

$3,100.00
$11,225.00
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Committees Pending Assignment:

JUDGE ADVOCATE INTERNAL AFFAIRS

FINANCE & BUDGET AUDIT COMMITTEE
CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS NOMINATING COMMITTEE
ECHELON DEVELOPMENT RESOLUTIONS

SERVICE DIRECTOR SERVICE COMMISSION
SCHOLARSHIP CREDENTIALS & REGISTRATION
CATHEDRAL OF PINE EMBLEM SALES

NATIONAL AWARDS PUBLIC RELATIONS

WEB MISTRESS

Words

Words are powerful. Our words can incite hate and rebellion, or invite peace and love, and
everything in between.

| hear a lot of discussion about the First Amendment “Right to free Speech” from all sides of
the political spectrum. But it seems like almost everyone wants to incite hate, rather than invite
love. | hear a lot from people who hate people they don’t know, but not much about people
they love.

Social media has inflated this problem. | read with sadness the venom spewed by political
zealots, and it seems like almost everyone has become a political zealot. What | have NOT
seen is anyone at ALL who says, “Oh, maybe you are right. I've changed my (political) mind.”
Words of antagonism and hostility can only increase the great divide that already separates us.
These words are great bullets, that invite retaliation of greater bullets from the “enemy”.

I’'m getting older, and gone are the days of my youth, when I could sit with someone from
another political party and have a discussion. | miss that. A LOT.

Hate speech can only harm. It cannot heal. It incites your political “family” to shouts of
agreement, but never, NEVER changes the minds of your political opponents.

Sol love prayers. Ministers and chaplains always put away their political biases and pray for
“our leaders”, whether they agree with their political views or not.

And | love my military sisters. We speak powerful words too, but uplifting words of
encouragement, love, empathy, and peace. We have so much that unites us that we don’t
have much at all that divides us. We are family.

Virginia Branson
Ryan Winslow Post 911
Echelon 50 - AL
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THE NATIONAL JEEP

Official publication of
The National Twenty and Four
Honor Society of Women Legionnaires
www.twentyandfour.org

Address Corrections to:
401 Bluff Dr. NE
Hartselle, AL 35640

Future Jeep Deadline Dates:

November 23, 2021
December issue “Holiday Greetings”
January 25, 2022 — February 2022 issue
March 22, 2022 — April 2022 issue

May 24, 2022 — June 2022 issue
“Proud to be an American”

July 15, 2022 — Pre-Bivouac 2022 issue/
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